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Whoosh! That was the year whizzing past. Here we are, about to have the last club meeting of the year. Many thanks 
to all the people who have helped this year, in particular, to all those who have contributed on a regular basis to the 
monthly bulletin. George helped enormously with the trips – his DC3 flight in November with the help of Riley Bell was 
a major success and a report can be found below. Graeme Wake’s mathematics conundrums were also very welcome. 
I was taught for many years how to do long division. I even had extra lessons in the hope that the secret of this arithmetic 
witchcraft could be unlocked. It was to no avail. I’m now nearly 73 and I still don’t understand it. When I need to divide 
one number by another, I simply fire up Mr iMac and get him to do it on my behalf.  
 
Our final gathering of the year is the Christmas Lunch, so please get your names down as this is the final occasion for 
you to do it. It will be well-worth your attendance. Entertainment is from Dual Motion with Billie Hart & Leon Reynolds, 
and a fine lunch will be served. 
 
Don’t forget, the club meeting is Loud Shirt and Mince Pies day. I will donate a bottle of wine to the person who has a 
louder shirt than mine. It had better be really loud... 
Regards,  
Malcolm 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Our Guest Speaker was club member Paul Robinson, speaking about his life in Air Traffic Control.  

What does an air traffic controller do? In layman's terms, air traffic controllers keep 
aircraft separated from each other - both in the air and on the ground. Aircraft 
descending from all directions, all aiming for that one strip of concrete! Paul told us 
about how ATC started, the training and the people involved, the equipment and 
the latest trends. Most of Paul’s time as an air traffic controller was spent at 
Auckland, from 1976 to 2014 when he retired. For the last five years of his career he 
was the Operations Planning Specialist, responsible for assisting the airport 
company with planning for taxiway and runway maintenance and upgrades. He also 

served four years for the International Federation  of ATC Associations, which is the recognised association of ATCs, 
with about 50,000 members. Paul continued with misconceptions of ATCs, such as no free flights because they don’t 
work for an airline! He spoke about the early days, as far back as 1919. A very detailed talk which was much 
appreciated. Many thanks Paul. 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Our club speaker was Steve Waller. He continued his story of working in engineering, but told us from the point of view of 
changing his job, moving into food manufacturing by working for a division of Quaker Oats which was part of Sutherlands at the 
time. Although a maker of cereal products, making sandwich spreads using meat and fish products was included. He covered shift 
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Meeting Tuesday 3rd December 2019 at 9.30am. 
Club speaker is Bryan Wentworth. 

Our guest speaker is Casey Costello of  Hobson’s Pledge. 
Hosted & Introduced by Rod Klarwill, thanked by Ken Littlejohn. 

Hosts for the day : David Gatland & Fergus Small.  
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management position when required, and also training and development, keeping the training inspectors happy. The main 
competitors were Princes and Shippams, which are still trading today. He then became the personnel and training manager, hiring 
and firing people, leaving the job six years later. He also listed the tribunal cases he was involved with and holds memories of 
being threatened by the personnel involved! Many thanks Steve – very interesting! 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
The DC3 Trip, 7th November 2019   (A report written by Carole Tregidga, one of the intrepid passengers). 
You didn’t have to be an aviation enthusiast to appreciate our DC3 day out on Nov 7th. 
Twenty eight members and friends of Rebus drove down to Ardmore where we were met by the uniformed crew and after a coffee 
we met the pilot and 1st officer who spoke to us about what we needed to know about our trip ahead. 
After the pilots briefing we boarded the spic and span renovated DC3 to our allotted first-leg seats. Then we were off to Whitianga 
for morning coffee flying at approximately 3800 ft which gave us a spectacular bird’s eye view of the Hauraki Gulf and the 
Coromandel peninsula. We all felt like royalty as we landed at Whitianga airport with a welcome party of hundreds of primary school 
pupils.  
Prior arrangements with the local primary school had been made making a special day out for the sun-smart kids. It’s not every day 
that a DC3 flies into this Coromandel airport so an entrepreneurial teacher had arranged for the pupils to run a fund raiser for 
Woman’s Refuge. Our hostess is an active member of the woman’s refugee organisation and agreed to accept the funds raised and 
fly them back to Auckland. They were so excited and treated the aircraft visit like a royal tour. 
Our group disappeared in two mini buses for a quick tour of the ever growing township to a prearranged café on the seashore. 
Meanwhile, the school pupils had a tour inside the DC3 and lunched under the wings. 
And wait there’s more! Another spectacular flight along the coast to Tauranga, where lunch was served hot and delicious.   We 
boarded “our” DC3 again and enjoyed another 40-minute flight back to Ardmore. We all agreed that we are so fortunate to live in 
one of the most beautiful countries in the world. The perfect day for flying, the spectacular scenic flight in the company of our 
friends made it a day we will all remember for a very long time. 
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The outing on November 19th to  Eden Gardens & Café had to be cancelled. Poor attendance numbers were the cause 
once again. It is so disappointing to report we have had to cancel three trips this year because of low uptake. Maybe 
some of you would like to let us know what we are doing that doesn’t meet with expectations. It can’t be the trip cost 
(witness the enthusiastic uptake on the expensive DC3 outing), so we assume we’ve chosen a few places that didn’t 
‘fly’. Any help or suggestions you can offer will be gratefully received. 
February will be the BBQ in Wenderholm, on 18/2/20 and March we will be going to Brick Bay on 17/3/20. A Car 
Excursion is planned for April, on 21/4/20. (Used be called a ‘Rally’ until insurance companies got upset!) 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Don’t forget our Christmas Lunch which will be at the Gulf Harbour Yacht Club on 
Tuesday, December 10th. 
We  will have live music by a duet called Dual Motion with Billie Hart & Leon 
Reynolds – based on clarinet and flute, 
keyboard and saxophone. Cost per person is $40, so book at the meeting and pay 
online, – or on club day. 
Get that date in your diaries NOW! 
______________________________________________________________ 
By the way, the musicians were organised by Julian Joy who is on the 
committee of the Daphne Stevens scholarship. The winner for 2020, Samuel 
Wilcox-Brown, is doing a performance at the Centrestage Theatre, and if anybody 
is interested in going, please see the advertisement on the right.. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Cinema Group   
Hello all you fellow cinema enthusiasts! 
The last movie night for the year was on Tuesday the 26th November. The film was “Fisherman’s Friends”, A true story 
of Cornish fishermen who get talked into recording an album  which goes on to being a top seller. Dinner afterwards 
was at the ‘Due Amici’, an Italian restaurant in  Manly Village. The film write-up was ‘A fast-living, cynical London music 
executive heads to a remote Cornish village on a stag weekend where he’s pranked by his boss  into trying to sign a group 
of shanty singing fishermen’. A very good film. A total of 24 people attended! A new record!  
I will organise another night for late January or early February to get the new-year off. Carole and I will be away from 
mid-February until late March in the van, and I’m looking for someone to take over the Cinema Group from me as I’ve 
looked after it for two years. Let me or Julian know if you can do it. 
Regards, George.  
gwandcatregidga@xtra.co.nz 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Disconnected Jottings 

 
 

 
§ Do you remember, before the internet, it was thought that the cause of collective stupidity was the lack of 

access to information? Well, it wasn’t that... 
§ My wife sent me a text, ‘Your great’. So naturally, I wrote back, ‘No, you’re great’. She’s been walking around 

all happy and smiling. Should I tell her I was just correcting her grammar or leave it? 
§ Turn your ordinary sofa into a sofa-bed simply by forgetting your wife’s birthday. 
§ Doctors have just identified a food that can cause grief and suffering years after it’s been eaten. It’s called a 

Wedding Cake! 
§ Q: What do you get if you divide the circumference of a pumpkin by its diameter?  
§ A: Pumpkin p.  Sorry. I’ll see myself out... 

 
And now, some real mathematics! 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Puzzle corner 
Was the reverse problem too difficult? Feedback please, 4 x 2178 = 8712 and it is the only one. As a closer for the year 
let’s keep talking about Numbers: 
A perfect number is a positive integer that is equal to the sum of its positive divisors, excluding the number itself. For 
instance, 6 has divisors 1, 2 and 3 (excluding itself), and 1 + 2 + 3 = 6, so 6 is the lowest  perfect number. Find the next 
two, in ascending order. 
 
Graeme Wake   
DSc  FRSNZ, Professor Emeritus of Industrial Mathematics,  and Principal, Wakes' Scientific Consulting (Wakescience) 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Meeting Attendance 5th November 2019.  
 Total membership 110,  attendees 72 (65.45%), apologies 11, silent 27.  Members are respectfully reminded that an apology to 
the Secretary, or any other attendee, to be recorded at the  door.   
Welfare – should you know of any member who is unwell, please contact John Sarcich – 09 426 8223, or Email pyeguys@xtra.co.nz  
 

 
                              Morning tea Roster:  Bill Dowds, Mike Peake. 
        Reserve:  Murray Paterson, 09 424 1027 Please contact him if you are unable to come. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
December  – Bill Anderson (1/12), Des Brosnahan (1/12), Bill Carter (13/12), David Spooner (2/12), Athol 

Agnew (3/12), Kel Sullivan (7/12), Pat Lennan (8/12), John Clift (10/12), David Webb (13/12), Graeme 
McIntosh (30/12),  

 and from our famous people catalogue :- 
General Custer (5/12), Walt Disney (5/12), Sammy Davis Jnr (8/12), Frank Sinatra (12/12), Ludwig van Beethoven (16/12) 

Howard Hughes (24/12), Sir Isaac Newton (25/12), Rudyard Kipling (30/12) & Bo Diddly (30/12). 
You only live once. But if you do it right, once is enough. Mae West 

A very Happy Birthday to you all. 
           E&OE                                                                                                                                                            

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 
Sheryl Anderson, Residential Sales        

      Shop 2, 719 Whangaparaoa Road, Whangaparaoa 
      M 021 539 099  
      Whangaparaoa 09 424 9199 

 
 

With 30 years in real estate, I have sound knowledge of our community 
and a wealth of experience in all real estate transactions with proven 
results - 
Top 1st Individual Salesperson for Whangaparaoa Branch 2017 and Top 
5th Individual Salesperson for Rodney District 2017.  
I would love to help you with selling or purchasing a property and will 
offer Rebus members a special rebate on marketing and commission.     
Call me today and let’s chat. Sheryl   
 


