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Hello again, and a Happy New Year to everyone, as we all get back into harness ready for another Rebus year.  The 
festivities of last month seem a long time ago, but it is still fascinating to read about the many different ways folk find 
to celebrate Christmas, there are so many possibilities. Then of course, the holidays:   

“A good holiday is one spent among people whose notion of time is vaguer than yours”   J. B. Priestly. 

The Annual General Meeting for most clubs takes place in March each year, and whilst the change of officers and 
committee runs smoothly for many clubs, others find it more difficult to fill positions – have you thought what you can 
contribute to your club this year?  They would love to hear from you, one volunteer is worth half a dozen conscripts.  

REBUS CLUB OF RIVERSIDE HAMILTON - Trip to Sculptureum at Matakana. 

Thirty-one members of the Club had a fascinating day visiting the Sculptureum 
at Matakana. This relatively new attraction was ten years in the making and 
opened only in 2017. The owners have sourced sculptures from all over the 
world, which range from the classical to the absolutely quirky. What 
distinguishes the Sculptureum is the extensive use of everyday materials to 
produce works of art.  

Our 2019 end-of-year Festive Lunch was 
held at the St Andrews Golf Club on 3 December 2019 and was a thoroughly 
enjoyable meal and social occasion for 94 Club members, with a group of Mighty 
River Harmony singers, lead by Jill Rogers, entertaining us.  “Best-dressed” 
winners Pam Hurford and Edwin Clarke, right. 

Thanks to David Swain, talented Bulletin Editor, for the last two editions.  Ed. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

FOXTON REBUS CLUB  

Christmas Luncheon was held on Wednesday 4 December at MM Boating 
Club. A Secret Santa gift exchange was enjoyed by members.  

Photo left: Dot and Garry Mark were inducted by Keith Eckworth in 
November. 

Tuesday 21 January 2020, “Pizza in the Park”, 11:30am Memorial Park, 
Palmerston North, $5 per person, pizza only – BYO, and any extra such as 
salads and drinks. Combined with Palmerston North Rebus Club.  

Leonie Haines sends us the news from Foxton, thanks Leonie. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS CLUB CAMBRIDGE 

The main speaker for November was Saw Khon Hmine who spoke about his harsh life before 
arriving in New Zealand. Saw fled Burma in 2007, fearing for his safety, and travelled to Malaysia 
on an illegal human trafficking boat. He spent three years in Malaysia before arriving in New 
Zealand. He gave us a fascinating account of his refugee journey. 

This photo was sent to me in November, and disappeared into the ether for a couple of months. 
Thanks to Steve, better late than never!  Ed. 
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SOUTH WAIRARAPA REBUS CLUB  

Those attending the Christmas Lunch at Peppers Parehua in 
Martinborough were delighted with the weather, the facilities, the service 
and the food. It was pleasant to share our welcome drinks on the deck in 
the sunshine. A week later we met for a Picnic in the President’s garden in 
Martinborough. Again the weather blessed us, the food was plentiful and 
tasty. 

On the following Friday 31 January we have arranged a visit to the Wool 
Museum. For those travelling independently we are meeting at the Wool 

Museum, 12 Dixon Street, Masterton, at 11:00am. The group cost is $8 per person. Some (or all) of those visiting the 
Wool Museum are meeting for lunch at Farriers Bar & Eatery, 4 Queen Street, Masterton afterwards.  

David Woodhams’ newsletters contain a wealth of information, thank you David. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS CLUB OF PALMERSTON NORTH 

The Club held its Christmas lunch at  

, Massey University on 11 

December.  Delicious food and a 

delightful venue!  This Historic 

Places Category 2 property was built 

in 1901 for Arthur Edward Russell, a 

retired farmer, and his wife 

Ethel.  Designed by Charles 

Natusch, the house was built of native timbers.  In 1951 it became part of Massey Agricultural College, later Massey 

University.  Since the late 1970s, Wharerata has been used as a function centre. 

 

AT LEWIS FARM ‘TENDERTIPS’ 

LEVIN 

14 NOVEMBER 2019 

 

Dean Halford produces the most professional and interesting Newsletter, thank you Dean. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS CLUB OF UPPER HUTT INC. 

On 27 November it was great to have a large turnout of 75 attend the Club’s Christmas Dinner held this year at the 

Upper Hutt Bowling Club in Exchange Street, with catering by “Elite Catering”. President Gary Kerkin welcomed 

members, thanked them for their attendance and extended his best wishes to all for a happy Christmas and New Year.   

Gary acknowledged Ian Pearless who had been responsible for successfully organising this year’s annual Club function. 

Ian was the check-in master, greeter & overall controller,  a role he has skilfully developed over a few years – to “keep 

the boys and girls” feel happy and welcome.  

 At the meeting on 15th January, Lesley Christie shared a well put together talk about her visit 

last year to the Shetlands. Family links with the area added a personal touch to the reasons 

for Lesley’s trip. Sharing the trip highlights with our Club members was made especially 

interesting through a power point presentation of well-chosen photos.  

Lesley thanked John Campbell for his help in creating the power-point part of her 

presentation. 

 John Hanning is Newsletter Editor, and Lesley sends it to us, thanks.     



WAIKANAE MILLENNIUM CLUB 

November Speaker was Peter Fleming and his subject was “In the Middle of Nowhere” – an account of his 1980 
journey from Oman to the UK in a Land Rover assembled from parts of various scrap Land Rovers found on dumps in 
Oman. Peter and his girlfriend set off from Oman drove across to Egypt then down through Sudan, across The Central 
African Republic and back up across the Sahara Desert to Europe. In 1980 there was no Internet, Satnav, GPS, mobile 
‘phones or ATMs. An enthralling story of the five month journey covering many thousands of miles. 
 

Our Christmas Party and Dinner was held in the Parkwood Plateau Centre where 68 
members enjoyed a sumptuous Christmas meal. It was an evening of fun and 
fellowship – lots of chat and a visit from Mother Christmas and her Fairy (left). The 
Golden Oldies Moviemakers 
showed a film they had made for 
the party. Called “Oh No - It’s 
Christmas Again!” it was based on 
an alternative Christmas enter-
tainment theme other than Santa 
Claus. Members were invited to 
bring forward ideas. They were 
rather useless or far-fetched but in 
the end all were used (photo right). 

David Goggin, Newsletter Editor, sent us details of all this fun, thanks David.  Ed. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
WOMEN’S REBUS CLUB OF WAIKANAE 

December Meeting – Christmas Lunch  
 

Our Christmas lunch in 

December was held at the 

Plateau Centre in Parklands.  

We had a similar menu as 

the previous year which was 

delicious.  With a free glass 

of wine or fruit juice when 

we entered, a beautifully 

decorated room and our 

friends to chat with, we all enjoyed a very good time.  The committee was able to assemble 18 lovely prizes 

for the lucky numbers winners and we gave one of these gifts to our hard-working lady who puts out the 

chairs each month in the hall. 

That was a kind thought, thank you to Mary Paddock Newsletter Editor at Waikanae.  Ed. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
COMBINED REBUS CLUB OF PARAPARAUMU BEACH INC. 

The Walking Group (one of many special interest groups in this busy club) is back 

into the swing of things now after our Christmas break. Five of us enjoyed the first 

walk of the year on a beautiful, but hot, day. We walked along the Hemi Matenga 

bush walk up behind Waikanae. It’s a medium length walk up through the lovely 

cool bush with lots of young Nikau trees and back down the road to complete the 

circuit back to the cars. The road part was quite steep and very hot, but the bush 

part was lovely. We all felt that we had worked hard and deserved a Moro bar! Feel 

free to join us on our twice monthly walks. 

 

 The committee decided to examine the results from the change to Rebus, and reported on the outcome of that 
discussion, Five Years On.  



The sun continues to come up each morning, the club did not implode, and we can say with certainty that we all 
continue to enjoy the same fun, fellowship and conviviality we always have. We believe there are some changes that 
are important to acknowledge: 

1) The affiliation fee paid to Rebus New Zealand Inc.  is $2.75 per head.  Probus clubs are now paying $7.95 to their 
Australian-based "head office".  The difference would cost our club an additional $680.00+. That is one very simple 
reason why your subscription will yet again remain the same this year. 

2) As a Rebus N.Z. affiliated club, we are in the enviable position of being kept fully informed about everything that is 
going on within the organisation. Each month your committee receives a report detailing all that has happened and is 
happening within Rebus and there is also a monthly Club News report that is available for circulation to every member, 
bringing us all up to date with what other clubs are doing. You receive your copy at the same time as the monthly 
News Bulletin. 

3) The availability of travel insurance continues at the same favourable rates. 

4) It is always going to be easier to obtain assistance when your organisation is run from within New Zealand and as 
our Secretary observed, “The service I receive is wonderful. Notwithstanding being able to deal with someone in New 
Zealand, the speed with which I always receive a reply is impressive and always appreciated”. 

So, do we regret making the switch? No, we do not. It was the right decision and we are forever in the debt of those 
members and committee members who voted us into the arms of such a friendly, dedicated and well-run society. 

 

Steve Hutchison is Bulletin Editor at Paraparaumu Beach, thanks Steve. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS CLUB OF MT. HOBSON 
 Rebus to go off-shore in 2020 

Day trip to Rotoroa Island Tuesday 17th March 
 
The first Rebus member event for 2020 is a day trip to the “island of 
restoration” – Rotoroa. This is a unique opportunity to visit one of our 
beautiful Hauraki Gulf islands and see the work being done to reintroduce 
native species and plants. More information including cost and timing will 
be provided in the February newsletter. However we would greatly 
appreciate expressions of interest to enable us to confirm a launch booking.  
Bring your own lunch and drinks, with a drink on Rebus on the way home. 
 

What a great way to start the new year – thanks to Don Bunting for this idea.  Ed. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS CLUB OF GULF HARBOUR 

The December Speaker was our own Dr Judi Lee, whose title was 
“The Key to Food Safety is in your Hands”.  Most of us thought we 
were rather smart and careful in the kitchen, but Judi really got us 
thinking about some of the ways we prepare and cook food.  I know 
I learned a lot. At the 
end of the meeting we 
moved to Fresco 
Family Restaurant and 
Bar  for a celebratory 

end of year luncheon.  This was the first real outside social gathering of 
our newly formed club, and thirty-five members attended. 

Our first interest group, The Ramblers, were out and about yesterday, 
taking in the scenery around the Okoromai Bay area, followed by a coffee 
and a sticky bun at Cherry Café, Gulf Harbour.   J McIntosh, Newsletter Ed. 



THAMES BONANZA CLUB 

Our Christmas Function was on Thursday 19 December 
2019 in the Richmond Village Lounge, Richmond 
Street, Thames.  A finger food luncheon was provided 
with soft drinks, and spot prizes, and raffles. Catering 
was by The Hauraki Calendar Girls again, as last year. 
John Mounsey provided the music for a short 
Christmas Carol singalong. 
It’s always good to hear from Gary Meek at Thames 

____________________________________________ 

RIVER CITY REBUS CLUB, WANGANUI 
 

Bouquets are hard to come by these days, so I was 
delighted to include the following item, in Jonathan 
Seagers’ Newsletter:  
 

THANKS FROM “SPECIAL GUESTS” 

 When the Probus Club of River City was first formed in 

1992, with the guidance of a few Wanganui Rotary 

members, eight of us were some of the early members. 

The invitation to be special guests at today’s Christmas 

Luncheon was greatly appreciated by all of us. It has 

been a pleasure and a privilege to be members of our 

club which has now morphed into a Rebus club.  

Signed...      Jessie Gibbard, Kathleen Elliot, Ada 

Cameron, Bryan Dean, Lyn Jones, Laurie King, Patsy and 

Maurice Trail.  

 

Just goes to show people still send “thank you” letters 
and they might get you in print – thanks Jonathan. 

____________________________________________ 

 
OMANU REBUS CLUB 

 

This year we would like our members to look at 

encouraging new members to join our club. With 

decreasing membership numbers affecting most NZ 

clubs, we are having to look at more ways to gain new 

members. So, if you have neighbour or family friends, 

don’t be afraid to give them our business card and an 

invitation to join us at our monthly meeting.  Up-

coming club outings include: 

February:   Self-drive day out to the Katikati Bird 
Gardens and Waihi Beach, Wednesday 26th 9.30 am. 
 
March:   Full day out to Tirau to explore the quirky town 
and surrounding countryside. On the way home we will 
make a refreshment stop at the OK Hot Springs Hotel. 
 

Rose Coutts always sends us their Newsletter, thanks. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

And that brings to an end Rebus Club News for 
January 2020, a little shorter than usual, but we 
all know why. Thank you to this month’s 
contributors. 
 
The first of the Registrations for the Annual 
General Meeting at Taupo in May have just 
arrived.  This is a great opportunity to be up with 
the play first-hand, and meet up with other 
members from around the country for a bit of 
socialising and sightseeing. I hope to see many of 
you there.  A Registration Form is attached  to this 
edition of Club News for your use. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jean, Editor, Club News 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


